i COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES en

WASHINGTON

The Eororable,

The Soerebary of Agriculture.
Sirs

There wore rosoived in this offies for filing in z2ocordanse
with lew certain comtracts with the lountsin States Telopiouo &
Telopgraph Cormpany ard the Fostal Telegraph-Cable Company purporting
o provide Loy reimbursement w ke corpany of certain sstimaded
smounts as ths cost of removing the pelos =2rd 1ines vhich {nterfored
with the conptiuetion of nsw roasds dosignated zs Mountain Foresd
kosd Projacts Wos. '2&-&. 26=4 and 28-4, and in office lotter dated
Jdune 15, 1951, the Chief of tho Burésu of Public Roads wos requested
to inform this office as to the eppropriatinn or other furd vhich
was decatd available for mking the roimburzement sud for a siate-
nent &3 to vhethor thege poles and limes wore looatsd on FOMI
or State lends., There has hoen received his lstter of August 10,
1931, reporting thet a part of the poles and lines wore located
or private lepds and = part on pmbiie’ lands.

Tho eontrasts in question are as follows:

Jlaxher Contractor Bote Arount
A L pr-10292 Tountain S¢atos Tel. & Tel. Co. 5362.72
Al pr-10293 Postal Telegraph-Cabdle Co., 332.81
A Ly pr-10294 Hountein States Tels & Tels Co. 1800.00
A hpz.-lows 4] [} 41 n ? i ] 9091‘.00
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?he poles to be rewved usder corntract A4 L pr-j0292 are re-
porded to be on IMabional forest land ond faw of the poles o be
romsved under comtract 4 L w1029l sre reported to be on Eational
forest 1;.:;;1.. The romainder of the poles under contrect A i pr-
1029} and the poles to be romoved wnder comtract A 4 pr-10293 are
reportod to bo locsted on mrivato lemd, and appsrantly & part of
tho polas wunder contrast A Bipr-10295 sre on Hationa} i‘ore.-:rt land.

4 quastion of the removal of public uility lines om publie
operty at the exponse of tho Umited Siates when their removal
wns made neeessary bscause of their interferemse with road con-
struction work was the subjset of a decision dated July 22, 1931,
A-3E0BY, copy ¢nclosed, wherein it was lNeld that in the abserpe of |
speeifie stutubory zuthority sppreprietions for the construction
of roady end tf_ail-'ﬁ_z ¢ould Tot be uted for the purpose ¢f absorbing
tho oxpénss of removivg pablic uwbility lines on public lands when
they interfored with the. parazouat uso of the United States. Phio.
glacing of sush lines on public lands zust dbe undepstoed as subjcet
to the peravunt nseds and usés of the Undted States, spd wlexr
their removal besonss nssessary bevausz of intorferense thorswith
tas exponses of such rempval may not do charged to the United States
in the abacnee of specific statutory awthority to thet affect.

In viaw thereof?, the claims for roimbursement of the cost of
remlvel of poles wunder ths cortrects vhich provide for cortain

removely, in part from public lande and in part fronm private lands,
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should be transmitted o this o-ffi:;'e, w7ith a report and recom=
mondation, for direet settlcmont -~ thd report showring the propore
tionate B.mnnt of the total expanditurss which applicd to the removal
of the poles fLrom private lunds, whsre the remvel was nesossiiated
by the roaed projedtt.

Respestfully,

Comptrollor Zoneral
of tho United Statos.




